Evolutionary role of posttranslational modifications of proteins, as illustrated by the glycosylation characteristics of the digestive enzyme pancreatic ribonuclease.
The glycosylation characteristics of the digestive enzyme ribonuclease are summarized. The evolutionary role of this posttranslational modification is discussed and evidence is presented that selection has much influence on the presence or absence of carbohydrate in glycoproteins and on the positions of the carbohydrate attachment sites.